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and eradicated. This mite spends its entire life on the body of the affected animal. The young mites hatch out and reach maturity in about twelve days. This fact is important, because two treatments are necessary about twelve days apart, to destroy those mites that hatch out from eggs after the first treatment which does not kill the eggs that are on the animal at the time.
The common scab mite may be present on any part of the body. It starts first about the neck withers and near the base of the tail. From here it may spread over the back and sides. The mites bite the animal when in search of food and leave minute cuts in the skin. The itching is intense. The cow scratches itself incessantly for relief. This itching, together with the ensuing scratching and rubbing, causes the skin to become sore and infected. Small abscesses may form. These break open from rubbing and form crusts or scabs. At first, the pimples or little abscesses may be very small. They grow larger as the disease progresses. The animal spends the best part of the day rubbing and licking itself. This causes a loss in flesh. Bare patches are seen on the skin. Death will follow unless prompt treatment is undertaken. This type of mange is contagious to all classes of cattle. It spreads more rapidly during the winter months when the herd is closely confined. The skin shows signs of mange in about two to six weeks after exposure to the mite. While the infected animal is the most dangerous source of spreading mange, the mite itself will live for a few weeks in straw or other litter and may infect another cow if taken up.
Internal remedies for common mange are not successful. This common type can be cured easily if taken in time. The best method of treatment is to dip the affected cattle in a vat filled with a solution that will kill the mites without injuring the animal. The vat may be built of concrete or wood and varies from 25 to 100 feet in length. The vat is wide and deep enough to permit the animal to swim through. The treatment of this type of mange employs the